
     Scholar Critic                                                 ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         
        Vol-02, Issue-02, August 2015.                                                      ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

 
 

108 
 

Effective Use of Authentic Materials in ELT Classroom: Theory into practice 

U S Saranya, Syed Mahaboob Basha and Dr.  Siva Nagaiah Bolleddu 

Department of English, SSL 

VIT University, Vellore 

Abstract: The contention of the paper is to deal with the purpose of using authentic 

materials in English language classroom. It is an experimental study which will help us to 

analyse why and how the authentic materials could be more effective to develop the 

language skills of the learners. Many writers claim that authentic materials motivate the 

learners of English since they are intrinsically more interesting or stimulating than 

artificial or non-authentic materials by which it means the materials produced specifically 

for language learners e.g. exercises found in course books and supplementary materials. 

Authentic materials are real life materials are those that as students encounter in everyday 

life but aren’t created for educational purpose. If they were used judiciously, it would 

become more useful teaching aid for developing language competency among the 

learners of English. The nature of the materials can also support more creative and 

critical approach to teaching learning approach. The present paper is an experimental 

study practiced among the select students of V I T University. 

Key Words: ELT, classroom atmosphere, use of authentic materials, methods and 

approaches. 

Introduction 

There is an ongoing debate about the value of using authentic materials in language 

teaching lately. Many academicians express their views on how beneficial those materials can 

be. On the contrary, there are some disadvantages of using authentic material in language 

learning. So the assessment will concentrate on two significant questions: Why and how could 

authentic materials be more effective to develop the language skills in ELT classroom. The 

communicative approach to language teaching has brought along with it a need to develop 

student’s skill for real world. Therefore it is suggestible that teachers can incorporate the use of 
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authentic materials in the English class room to stimulate the real world situation to the students. 

If we go back to the ancient period of the education system, we had open air school system and 

the students learned all the things by observation there the students have the conditional freedom. 

The teacher also had to teach them everything in practical method. Now a day, the things which 

are followed by us are advanced than that of ancient way of teaching. We can observe the 

grasping power of the students more advanced while they are taught lessons showing them the 

pictures and graphs. The method of teaching while applying the pictures is very effective as the 

pictures will have a great and immediate impression on the students. Describing a picture is a 

class room activity which not only creates interest but also excel the thinking capabilities of the 

students. Apart from the black board teaching, using picture charts, radio tape recorders, 

projector, televisions and e-smart classes are considered as the reliable recourses for teaching 

effectively which are called as the authentic materials. Coming to the ELT class room, the use 

and usage of authentic materials will be a true and dependable source for the teaching English. 

 Authentic materials are the texts that are not made consciously for language teaching 

purpose. Examples of such materials include newspapers, magazines, TV programs, radio talks, 

menus, brochures, comics, novels, short stories, weather forecasts, and recipes.  Using authentic 

materials in the class room will increase the learning capacity and interest among the students in 

the classroom and they will enjoy their learning … Utilizing authentic materials in learning is a 

part of the pedagogical approaches that allows students to explore, discuss, and meaningfully 

construct concepts and relationships in contexts that involve real-world problems and projects 

that are relevant to the learner (Donovan, Bransford, & Pellegrino, 1999).  

The objective of using authentic materials is to develop the language abilities of the 

students to actively involve them. Successful language learning also requires language users to 

know the culture underlying the language in order to get the meaning across. Tseng (2002) 

suggests that culture effect changes in individual perception and is vital for expanding an 

individual's perspective of the world. In terms of culture, Mc Kay (2000) identifies three types of 

cultural materials: target culture materials, learners' own culture materials and international target 

culture materials. With the development of technology assisted methods in teaching are brought 
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in to the class room. Some of them are expensive and sophisticated. The teachers should know 

the technical aspects of these equipments otherwise precious class room time will get wasted. 

An authentic material would be material designed for native speakers of English, used in 

the classroom in a way similar to the one it was designed for. For example, a radio news report 

brought into the class so students discuss the report on pollution in the city where learners live. 

Most of the time, though, this material is used in a genuine way, in other words, not in the way it 

was intended, but in a somewhat artificial way. For example, news article where the paragraphs 

are cut up and jumbled so students have to put them back together in the correct order. However 

Martinez (2002) cautioned that authentic materials may be too cultural biased and has too many 

mix structures which would be too difficult for low achievement learners. Richards (2002) 

supported this statement that authentic materials often contain difficult language, unneeded 

vocabulary items and complex language structures.  

Thus, Guariento and Moley (2001) suggest that authentic materials should be used in 

accordance with students' ability and adds that suitable tasks can be given to learners in which 

total understanding is not important. Martinez (2002) suggests that teachers may use authentic 

materials for the learners to listen for the gist of the information presented and also he adds that 

by using authentic materials teachers will have the opportunity to encourage students to read for 

pleasure especially certain topics of their interest. Authentic materials must be used in 

accordance with students’ ability. (Baird, 2004)  The text should be used to serve its original 

purpose as if it is used outside the classroom. For example, if students are working with health 

brochures, they must look for information they need, rather than a list of new words chosen by 

the teacher (Jacobson, Degener, & Purcell-Gates, 2003).  In this respect, Taylor (1994) states that 

authenticity is not a characteristic of a text in itself: it is a feature of a text in a particular context. 

Therefore, a text can only be truly authentic in the context for which it was originally written.  

It is observed that the use of authentic materials in English classrooms certainly beneficial 

and helpful in order to use language in real-life situations and enhance their language abilities. 

Moreover, they can be applied to multiple tasks i.e. they are flexible, easily adapted to learning 

objectives, and are not bound by textbook format limitations. Using these texts in 
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teaching/learning can be effective and efficient if they are exploited carefully and systematical so 

as to meet the objectives of the course. (Suresh Babu Moparthri, Scholar Critic,   Vol-01, Issue-

01, April 2014  ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print). 

According to Gebhard (1996), authentic materials can be classified into three categories: 

1. Authentic Listening-Viewing Materials: TV commercials, quiz shows, cartoons, news 

clips, comedy shows, movies, soap operas, professionally audio-taped short stories and 

novels, radio ads, songs, documentaries, and sales pitches. 

2. Authentic Visual Materials: slides, photographs, paintings, children’ artwork, stick-figure 

drawings, wordless street signs, silhouettes, pictures from magazine, ink blots, postcard 

pictures, wordless picture books, stamps, and X-rays. 

3. Authentic Printed Materials: newspaper articles, movie advertisements, astrology  

columns, sports reports, obituary columns, advice columns, lyrics to songs, restaurant 

menus, street signs, cereal boxes, candy wrappers, tourist information brochures, 

university catalogs, telephone books, maps, TV guides, comic books, greeting cards, 

grocery coupons, pins with messages, and bus schedules. 

Advantages of using Authentic Materials 

 Authentic materials provide exposure to real language and related more closely to 

students’ needs. Students are exposed to real world intercultural discourse (Kilickaya, 

2004; Martinez, 2002; Morrison, 1989; Peacock, 1997). 

 Incidental or improper English often is not included in textbooks and the same piece of 

material can be used in a different way if the task is different (Dumitrescu, 2000; 

Martinez, 2002). 

 In the English language, changes can be reflected in the materials so that students and 

instructors both understand the changes (Martinez, 2002).  
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 Authentic materials can be used for practicing mini-skills, such as scanning, or micro-

skills of listening, including listening to news reports, and identifying the names of 

people or countries (Martinez, 2002; Peacock, 1997).   

 Authentic materials include a wide variety of text types and language styles not easily 

found in traditional teaching materials (Martinez, 2002; Peacock, 1997, Grundy 1993, 

Sanderson 1999).  

 Authentic materials contain topics of interest to students and encourage reading for 

pleasure, and they are practical and real because they provide valid linguistic data 

(Dumitrescu, 2000; Martinez, 2002; Peacock, 1997).  

 Authentic materials have an intrinsic educational value and keep students informed about 

what is happening in the world (Martinez, 2002; Peacock, 1997; Sanderson, 1999) 

 Authentic materials have a positive effect on increasing students’ motivation and make 

learning more enjoyable (Little and Singleton 1991, Peacock 1997).  

 Authentic materials provide valuable support (creative approach to teaching) and can be 

used for a specially designed curriculum. They are a bridge between the classroom and 

the real world (Peacock, 1997). 

Disadvantages 

 The disadvantages mentioned by several writers are: 

 They may be too culturally biased, so unnecessarily difficult to understand outside the 

language community. 

 The vocabulary might not be relevant to the student's immediate needs. 

 Too many structures are mixed so lower levels have a hard time decoding the texts. 

 Special preparation is necessary which can be time consuming. 

 With listening: too many different accents. 

 The material can become outdated easily, e.g. news. 

Methodology 
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 The present paper is confined to study the advantages of using authentic materials in the 

ELT classroom. The experiment is done taking a select group of students who currently pursue 

their P G studies. The students who have involved in this exercise are from different 

backgrounds and different parts of India studying M.Tech and M. Sc. in V I T University, 

Vellore campus.  A total strength of one hundred and twenty students in two batches has been 

taken for the study all the students of these two batches are currently attending a course 

“Professional and Communication Skills- Lab”, offered by Siva Nagaiah Bolleddu . As a part of 

the study, the students are a task to refer to the newspaper, one of the important sources of 

authentic materials. The students are expected to refer to the newspapers on their choice and they 

can select any daily whether it is printed in English, Hindi or in other regional languages. After 

referring to the papers, the students have form into individual groups based on the choice of 

news items. Each group consists of five members. The students will be given sufficient time so 

as to enable them referring to the topics on their choice. The students are also asked to submit a 

power point presentation (ppt) of the news they have referred and comprehended followed by a 

presentation session.  The students in each group have to address the whole class presenting the 

news they referred and analysed. After presentation there will be a discussion session where as 

the questions raised by rest of the students have to be addressed by the presenters. Similarly the 

students in each group will have their own turn to present and face the public. 

Discussion 

 Coming to the discussion part, the students in each group have prepared their individual 

presentation and addressed the rest of the class the time limit for presenting the given task is ten 

minutes. The students have referred different topics and prepared the thought provoking 

presentations. They have taken the concepts meant for their presentations from the news papers 

especially of the current and burning news. To have an out look into the topics referred by the 

students, a brief description is given here under. 

1) Group A students did on ‘Transgender’. They stated that the individuals whose gender 

identity, expression, or behaviour is not traditionally associated with their birth sex. In the 

Hindu and Vedic texts there are various representations of demigod’s saints and supreme 
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god.  In Ramayana the hijra’s were blessed by lord Rama that’s why in the Bandhai the 

hijra’s sing, dance and give blessings. Hijra sex workers often suffer a lot. Later the 

government has recognised hijra’s as the third gender and they have given voting rights 

for them.  And the students came to a conclusion stating that as a human being we have 

to be responsible for fellow human being in this world and the welfare of the hijra people 

should not be ignored. 

 

2) Group B students focused on the speech of Narendra Modi on the development of 

agriculture. They claim that the agriculture gives livelihood for many people around the 

world. They stress that more variety of crops on in less time and to increase per hectare 

productivity and to improve life and quality of farmers. Inter cropping, organic farming, 

Argo clinic has to be set. Many projects were introduced and its being under process.  

Student came to a conclusion that agriculture is the main basis for living. 

3) The students of group C focused on Commonwealth Games stating that it is an 

international, multi-sport event involving athletes from the Commonwealth of Nations. It 

takes place every four years. There are 53 members of the Commonwealth of Nations, 71 

teams participate in the Commonwealth Games. The games are overseen by 

the Commonwealth Games Federation (CGF), 18 cities in seven countries have hosted 

the event. India hosted the 2010 Commonwealth Games which were held 

in Delhi. India won 101 medals in total, including 38 Gold medals, enabling it to finish 

the Games at second position behind Australia. In the 20th common wealth games India 

won 64 medals the students concluded that there should be lots of Sponcer for other 

games and lack of interest in other games and focusing only in cricket makes India 

lagging behind. 

4) The students of group D dealt with rape. They addressed the main reasons for rape, how 

many rapes took place during the last thirteen years. They stated that the capital of India 

Delhi has the highest reports of rape cases.  Further they put forth the views of the 

politicians about rape. They also analysed the Anti-rape law and further legal issues. 

They concluded by giving awareness and the views of protecting women against this 

crime. 
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5) The students of group E focused on landslide that took place on June 30th in Pune in 2014 

where 151 people were dead.  The students focused on how the landslides took place. 

What are the reasons for the land slide? and what methods to be taken by the people and 

the government to overcome it.  

6) The students of group F chose topic on alerting the debit and credit card owners of the 

country about the virus named “BrutPOS” which attacks Point of Sale (POS) to steal the 

personal and confidential data like card numbers and passwords.  They dealt with how 

the information of the debit and credit cards is being stolen by the hackers. They also 

discussed the remedial methods at the end.  

7) The students of group G, like the students of group D, focused on the rape as a social 

evil. They argue that West Bengal shows fewer rape case and Madhya Pradesh show the 

highest rape case.  The students discussed various rape cases in various places. They 

argue that only severe punishment of law can avoid such things in the society. 

8) The students of group H collected information from the news paper about                           

Mr. Dinanath Batra, Founder of Shiksha Bachaoandolan and they brought fourth his 

concept of Indianise the education based on the 6 test books written by him. He suggested 

that the birthday shouldn’t be celebrated by shunning the western culture and we should 

celebrate it by wearing Indian Swadesi clothes and reciting mantras ... Banning the 

foreign language and inculcating Sanskrit as a mandatory language and removing Hindi 

and Urdu words from the text book and to come out with a CBSE syllabus based on 

Indian values. And he stated that mother tongue has to be the first language Hindi should 

be second Sanskrit and other foreign languages should be the third. The students have a 

conclusion that it’s difficult to accept the syllabus suggested by Batra, claiming that the 

alternative solutions have to be taken by Gujarat government which will be acceptable to 

the people of all races and languages in India. 

9) The students of group I talked about  MMicrosoft to converge its different operating systems 

into a single version of Windows. The students discussed how Microsoft allows unified 

experience that would make it easy to move documents and files between applications on 

different devices starting an email on a Smartphone and finishing it on a PC. They 

concluded that the convergence is going to be a major tech trend over the coming years. 
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10)  The students of group J discussed the problems faced by women in India. They dealt 

with problems faced by them in their every walk of life. The issues like Female feticide, 

neglecting during childhood, early marriage, dowry, gender bias and atrocities on women 

were discussed and welfare programs for women were brought to light. Then the students 

concluded saying how the problems of women can be faced and what methods shall be 

taken for the empowerment of the women in India. 

11) The students of group K discussed thematch fixing in Sports and Games. They focused 

on Lou Vincent who was an international player from New Zealand who was banned 

from cricket for involved in spot fixing. The students discussed the life of Lou Vincent 

and how he admitted the dark truth of his involvement in spot fixing and further ruined 

his life. Further the students asked for the queries and many questions were asked and 

discussed. 

Findings 

 The present study, being an experimental, highlights the significance of using authentic 

materials in ELT classrooms.  From the study it is found that the authentic materials play a 

significant role in inculcating the interest to the students and excel their learning abilities in 

English. The students in each group have taken different topics referring to the newspapers and 

in fact the topics they have taken are all unique in nature and significant. The students have 

elaborated the sensitive issues like rape and gender concerns in an effective way.  The habit of 

referring to the news papers helped the students to develop their critical perception towards 

certain issues in the society. Some of the students have selected the topics related to science and 

technology where as some other students have discussed the topics like natural calamity in pune  

in Maharashtra, match fixing in sports, youth and empowerment in India, education system in 

India and how to use debit and credit cards without being effected by hackers. 

Conclusion 

 The use of authentic materials in ELT classroom is one of the successful methods for 

teaching English language skills. It is the outcome of the study that the students are primarily 
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interested to discuss the topics on the social issues than binding themselves into a restricted 

syllabus oriented lectures. It is also observed that the students are very active while they present 

and a very critical in asking questions and referring to the concepts they discussed. It is also 

observed that the use of authentic materials enable the students to interact with their colleagues 

without any difficulties. They are all active in discussion because the topics they have discussed 

are selected on their choice and the ppts they have presented through their understanding. Hence 

it is possible for the students to excel and present the topics very effectively provided the use of 

authentic materials is practiced as a method of teaching in ELT classrooms of other schools 

colleges and universities of India and abroad and it is expected a positive result from the students 

side as it is successfully experimented and achieved the targets goals in VIT university 
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